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MANNING  J. POST
1918-2000

With profound sadness, the Board and its staff note the passing of  long-time Board member, Manning
           J. Post.

A major figure in the California Democratic party for over forty years, Mr. Post had been a motor vehicle
dealer in California since the early 1940�s when he opened his first dealership in Los Angeles - �Trader Post
Used Cars.�

Manning, as he was known to fellow Board Members and the staff, enjoyed a long and distinguished tenure
in state government and, specifically, here at the New Motor Vehicle Board.  Manning was appointed in May
1989, by then-Speaker of the Assembly, David J. Roberti.  The appointment followed the death of his former
wife, Florence, who had been a Board Member since January 1978.  (Florence Post had her own distinguished
career at the Board, serving five terms as Board President and three terms as Vice-President.)  During his time
as a Board Member, Manning served four terms as Board President and four terms as Vice-President.  In June
1996 Manning was awarded the honorary title of President Emeritus of the Board.  He was a familiar sight at
Board meetings and, as his health declined, he remained an active participant via teleconferencing.

In addition to state service, Manning was a member of the boards of numerous organizations including, among
others, Otis School of Art, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, and Brandeis University.

Customarily charming and witty, sometimes curmudgeonly and challenging, Manning possessed an immense
wealth of knowledge of the California automotive industry and of the development of the southern regions of
the state.  His keen appreciation of the value of public service was one that few could rival.  Manning struck
a chord that will leave his memory irreplaceable in the minds of all who knew him.  For this he will be fondly
remembered and sorely missed.  We extend our sincerest sympathies to his wife, Cheryl Reventlow Post.
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STEVENS JOINS
BOARD

Glenn E. Stevens, Public Member, was appointed
 to the New Motor Vehicle Board by Governor

Gray Davis, on March 15, 2000.

Mr. Stevens operates the Law Offices of Glenn E.
Stevens, specializing in real estate matters, both
transactional and litigation.  His practice also involves
the drafting and review of escrow instructions,
contracts for the purchase and sale of land, and
negotiations in real estate transactions.  In addition, Mr.
Stevens is counsel to Nelson Shelton & Associates, a
real estate brokerage located in Beverly Hills.

A graduate of the University of California, Davis, with
a B.S. degree in Entomology, Mr. Stevens received his
J.D. from Southwestern School of Law, Los Angeles.
While at Southwestern, Mr. Stevens was a member of
the Moot Court Honors Program, and a Giles
Sutherland Rich Patent Law Team Member - Winner
in the Western Regional Competition and Runner-up in
the National Competition.

Mr. Stevens is a member of the Los Angeles County
Bar Association, the Beverly Hills Bar Association, the
Beverly Hills Board of Realtors, and the National

Board of Realtors.  Mr. Stevens is the author of
�Search and Seizure Law Updates� (a compendium
of recent cases used by prosecutors and defense
attorneys) and �An Overview of the Statute of
Limitations - A Working Guide to the Statute of
Limitations in Sexual Abuse Cases.�  In addition, he
served as Technical Advisor to the filming of
�Indictment, The McMartin Trial,� for HBO
Pictures (winner of an Emmy for Outstanding Made for
Television Movie).

Mr. Stevens� current term will expire on 1-15-03.  The
Board and its staff take great pleasure in welcoming
Mr. Stevens to his position on the Board.
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BOARD WELCOMES
NOVI

At its April 28, 2000, General meeting, the
members of the Board appointed Tom Novi to

the position of Assistant Executive Secretary.

A graduate of the California State University,
Sacramento, with degrees in Sociology and
Psychology, Mr. Novi has also completed Post
Graduate work in the areas of Public Administration
and Sociology.

Mr. Novi has an extensive administrative background,
serving as Executive Director for the California Traffic
Adjudication Board where he was responsible for
management of a program designed for the processing
and adjudication of traffic cases and, most recently, as
Chief of the Department of Motor Vehicles�
Occupational Licensing unit where he was responsible
for the program which oversees licensing and control
of the firms and individuals involved in California�s
vehicle related industry.  For the last four years, Mr.
Novi has served as the Department�s liaison to the
New Motor Vehicle Board.

Mr. Novi is the author of several professional
publications, and has made numerous professional
presentations to automobile dealer associations
throughout the state.  He is the recipient of a number of
professional awards, and has served in a variety of
leadership roles with local schools, charitable
organizations and professional associations.

The Board and its staff extend sincere congratulations
to Mr. Novi on his appointment.

NEW MOTOR VEHICLE DEALER
License Fee:        $377,180.00

NEW MOTOR VEHICLE BOARD
Filing fee:           13,200.00

NEW MOTOR VEHICLE BOARD
Annual fee:                    -0-

NEW MOTOR VEHICLE BOARD
Hearing Transcripts:           26,247.05

Arbitration Cert. Program Reimbursement   2,920.45

Total                                 $ 419,547.50

 (month ending 3/31/2000)

REVENUE

PROTESTS:
New Cases    Cases Open   Unassigned

3060                                             10                    3
3062                                               5                    2
3064
3065                                               1
3065.1             1                             1                    1
Total Protests:     23

PETITIONS:
3050                                               4
Total Petitions:    4

APPEALS: none

DOCKET



CMCDA HOLDS
ANNUAL

 CONFERENCE

On April 26-29, 2000, the California Motor Car
Dealers Association (CMCDA) held its

annual conference at Indian Wells, California.  The
conference included a full schedule of seminars,
receptions, and breakfast meetings.

The featured speaker at the breakfast held April 29th

was retired General Colin Powell. General Powell
spoke about his position as Chairman of �America�s
Promise,� an alliance dedicated to strengthening our
youth by facilitating direct involvement from
companies, public service groups, children�s service
providers and individuals.

At that same meeting, Association President, Peter
Blackstock presented the �President�s Award� to
James A. Willingham (Boulevard Buick/Pontiac/
GMC Truck - Long Beach, Monterey Jaguar/Infinti -
Seaside, Advantage Infinti - Loma Linda).  Mr.
Willingham has been an automobile dealer since 1961.
In his  distinguished career, Mr. Willingham has served
as the President of the Southern California Motor Car
Dealers Association, Chairman of the National
Automobile Dealers Association and, in 1984, was the
recipient of Time Magazine�s �Quality Dealer of the
Year� award.

The Board appreciates this annual opportunity to meet
informally with members of the California dealers
association.

 Peter Blackstock and James A. Willingham
(photo: Deidre Buck Photography)

Gen. Colin Powell, third from right, Board Members,
from left, Glenn Stevens, Joseph Putnam, Wendy
Brogin, Fritz Hitchcock, Tom Flesh, Sol Soteras
(photo: Deidre Buck Photography)

 COURT CASES
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The Board does not participate in any ac-
tion unless a state interest is implicated. The Board
is participating in the following court cases marked
by an asterisk(*):

Department of Motor Vehicles vs. New Motor Vehicle
Board; Chrysler Motor Corporation, Real Party in In-
terest

Marvin H. Leaf, individually and on behalf of others
similarly situated vs. New Motor Vehicle Board; Toyota
Motor Distributors, Inc., and Toyota Motor Sales
U.S.A., Inc., Real Party in Interest

* Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Inc. vs. New Motor Vehicle
Board; Robert Pond, Real Party in Interest

Saba A. Saba, SBD Partners, Inc., and Honda Kawasaki
Sportcenter vs. New Motor Vehicle Board; Kawasaki
Motor Corp., U.S.A., Real Party in Interest

* Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Inc. vs. New Motor Vehicle
Board and Sam W. Jennings; Robert Pond, Real Party
in Interest

* Sterling Truck Corporation vs. New Motor Vehicle
Board; Sacramento Valley Ford Truck Sales, Inc., Real
Party in Interest



JUDICIAL UPDATES
SABA vs. KAWASAKI

On or about February 18, 2000, counsel for
Kawasaki filed a Verified Petition for Writ of

Mandate, Prohibition, or Other Appropriate Relief in
the Fourth District Court of Appeal.  Kawasaki
contends that the Superior Court exceeded its
jurisdiction by rendering a judgment that seeks to
control the discretion legally vested in the Board and
utilized an erroneous standard of review in reaching its
decision to grant the writ petition.  Kawasaki filed a
Notice of Appeal on April 17, 2000.  On May 22,
2000, the Appellate Court ordered the Superior Court
and Saba et al. to show cause on November 17, 2000,
why a peremptory writ of mandate should not issue.

The Board will not be participating directly in the
appeal, but the standard of review issue will be argued
by counsel for Kawasaki.

ROLLS-ROYCE vs. NMVB

Robert Pond, an individual, filed a petition with the
Board seeking repurchase of a Rolls-Royce

vehicle he contends met the requirements of the Lemon
Law.  A Motion to Dismiss the Petition for Lack of
Jurisdiction filed by Rolls-Royce was denied.

The issue presented by the writ was whether the Board
has subject matter jurisdiction over a claim by a car
owner seeking to have a motor vehicle repurchased
pursuant to Civil Code section 1793.2.  Oral
arguments were presented on April 19, 2000.  The

Court denied Respondent�s Petition, determining that
it is within the Board�s jurisdiction to hear a Lemon
Law dispute.  The fact that Mr. Pond had participated
in a third party dispute resolution process did not
preclude him from proceeding before the Board.  This
matter will likely be appealed.

NMVB E-Mail:  nmvb@pacbell.net

DREW,
BOECKMANN
AWARDED

Former New Motor Vehicle Board Dealer
Members, Joe Drew (Drew Ford, La Mesa)

and Herbert F. Boeckmann II (Galpin Motors, Inc.,
Galpin Jaguar/Lincoln/Mercury, Van Nuys) have
been honored with �Partners in Quality� awards given
by Ford Credit.  The awards went to some eighty U.S.
and Canadian Ford dealers who had �maintained a
high level of customer satisfaction and a solid
relationship with Ford Credit.�  Each recipient was
presented with an original sculpture by artist Scott
Hanson.

Mr. Drew was appointed by former Governor Pete
Wilson in June 1993.  He resigned his appointment in
April 1997.  Mr. Boeckmann was appointed by
former Governor Jerry Brown in September 1979.
He left the Board in July 1983.
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SIEVING LEAVES
NMVB

Michael M. Sieving, the Board�s Assistant
Executive Secretary and an Administrative

Law Judge, resigned from his position effective April
30, 2000.  Michael joined the Board�s staff on
March 20, 1984 as a Graduate Legal Assistant. He
was appointed to the position of Assistant Executive
Secretary/Administrative Law Judge on November
30, 1984.

A graduate of the University of Missouri at Columbia
with degrees in Finance and Computer Science,
Michael received his Juris Doctorate from the
University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law,
in Sacramento.

Throughout his career at the Board, Michael
distinguished himself as an outstanding representa-
tive for the Board in the motor vehicle industry, and
before the California legislature and the California
Supreme Court.  As an Administrative Law Judge he
won the respect of all who appeared before him for
his insight and legal acumen.  Michael can be
especially proud of his renowned skill in bringing
disputed cases to prompt and often amicable
resolution.

With his quick wit and composed demeanor, he was very
easily liked and admired by his coworkers and
colleagues.  After 17 years with the State of California,
he now has his own law practice specializing in
Automotive Litigation and Consulting.  The Board and its
staff wish him the best of luck and great success in his new
venture.  We will miss you, Mike!

  ...and did you know?

On April 3, 1885, Gottlieb Daimler obtained the
patent for a one-cylinder, water-cooled engine

design. This was the breakthrough engine builders
desperately needed. Previously no one could solve the
problems created by the tremendous heat internal
combustion engines produce.  Daimler�s engine, with
cool water circulating around the block, prevented this
overheating.  Modern motor vehicle engines still operate
utilizing Daimler�s basic idea.

HEARINGS**

PR-1703-00  Saba A. Saba and SBD Partners,
Inc., dba Honda Kawasaki Sportcenter vs.
Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A.
June 12, 2000, 10:00am, at NMVB

P-424-99 Toyota v. Leaf
August 18, 2000, 10:00am at NMVB

**Dates are subject to change.

UPCOMING
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RULEMAKING

Effective January 2000, the annual Board fees (13
CCR § 553) paid by new motor vehicle dealers,

manufacturers, and distributors were reduced to $00.00
for a period limited to one year.  Upon the expiration of
the one year period, the annual fee paid by new motor
vehicle dealers and manufacturers or distributors must be
reinstated to $300.00 and $.45 per vehicle respectively.
Rulemaking has commenced to effect these changes.

Board staff has also commenced rulemaking to require
an e-mail address, if available, on all documents filed with
the Board (13 CCR § 595) .  Lastly, rulemaking has
commenced to clarify that papers should be submitted to
the Board on letter size, twenty-pound weight pleading
paper, with a minimum 1 inch left-hand margin, and ½
inch top, bottom, and right margins, in 12 point font (13
CCR § 594).

A public hearing is scheduled for June 5, 2000, to accept
oral and written comments on the above proposed
rulemaking.  If you have any questions or would like a
copy of the proposed text, please contact the Board�s
offices.

WILSON,
HITCHCOCK
IN TOP 100

In its May 1, 2000, issue, Automotive News reported
its �Top 100 Dealer List� for dealer groups in the

nation.  The rankings were based on retail unit sales of
new vehicles in 1999.

Two of our Dealer Board members were included in this
noteworthy group - David W. Wilson of Wilson
Automotive Group, 20th in the nation, and Frederick E.
(Fritz) Hitchcock of Hitchcock Automotive Group, 36th

in the nation.  Congratulations to Mr. Wilson and Mr.
Hitchcock on their achievement.

Mediation Phone Calls Received          4,581

Complaint Forms Sent to Consumers  1,450

Cases Filed                                             350

Mediation Statistics
1999/00 to date

NEW ON BOARD

Pictured above are two of the Board�s new members
(whose photos were not available for our last issue).

Again, the Board and its staff welcome Wendy Brogin,
Public Member, and David W. Wilson, Dealer Mem-
ber, to their positions on the Board.

Wendy Brogin David W. Wilson
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(*Agenda with the time and
location is mailed 10 days prior
to the meeting)

UPCOMING BOARD
MEETINGS

General Board Meeting
June 22, 2000
*Los Angeles General Board Meeting

July 18, 2000
Petersen Automotive Museum

6060 Wilshire Boulevard
Los Angeles

*Time to be determined

General Board Meeting
September 12, 2000
*San Francisco

 DMV
...of the Future

Would you like to register your car at your
neighborhood supermarket?  How about a

drive-thru DMV complete with a virtual reality driving
test?  Sound a bit far fetched?  Hold on to your seats!
These ideas may well be integrated into your DMV
experience in the not so far away future.

Suggestions such as these, and many more, were
presented to the DMV at a series of public forums held
in March and April throughout California.  Board staff
participated in the forum held in Sacramento, while
Board member Solon Soteras attended the Los Angeles

forum.  The DMV in cooperation with the Governor�s
�Office of Innovation in Government� will be using the
visions and ideas presented at these forums in an effort to
re-engineer the DMV in order to provide the public with
quick and efficient service.

As we move forward into a technology controlled era,
demand has risen for state government to keep pace.
The DMV is prepared to meet that demand and in the
coming months will continue to gather information from
the public on how best to achieve its goals.   If you would
like to share your thoughts on the DMV of the future you
can participate in a customer survey.  The survey can be
completed via the DMV�s website at (www.dmv.ca.gov/
pubs/survey/futuresurv.htm) or by calling 1-888-831-
2256.
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